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CHALLENGE

Reducing the amount of energy the world wastes is the first and best 
step toward fighting global warming. Eliminating this waste also 
provides financial resources to sustainably grow strong economies 
around the world. What’s more, energy efficiency’s benefits are uni-
versal – equally profound in countries large and small. Reaching an 
international agreement to unlock the energy efficiency opportunity 
is a strong down payment on further emissions reductions.

Improving energy efficiency is essential in order to extend limited 
resources and reduce climate change. A particularly effective instru-
ment to reach significant energy savings is the adoption of energy 
performance standards and labelling for new buildings and build-
ings under renovation. This recommendation is also contained in 
this country’s First and Second National Communications to the 
United Nations Framework Conventions (UNFCC), prepared by the 
Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning. 

The share of electricity consumption in the building sector repre-
sents almost 40% of the overall energy demand of the country’s 
overall electricity consumption. Buildings consume nearly 70% of 
electricity and 40% of district heat, the combined production of 
which is responsible for some 71 % of the annual CO2 emissions in 
the country. 

The energy costs make up a large share of the state and municipal 
budgets. Complete or partial implementation of energy efficiency 
measures would significantly lower the energy consumption and ex-
penses, while also improving the indoor conditions in public build-
ings. 

In order to develop successful measures for energy efficiency in 
buildings, it is important to have adequate and reliable data on the 
building sector and further link it with the specific climate conditions 
in the country. In addition, there is a need for a comprehensive pub-
lic awareness programme to increase the knowledge of key decision 
makers on both national and local level.

PROJECT OBJECTIVES

This project is one of the three components of the Energy Efficiency 
Programme, financed by the Austrian Development Cooperation 
(ADC).  The aim of the overall Programme is to enable an environ-
ment for mitigating climate change in the country through improved 
energy efficiency in the building sector, awareness raising and ca-
pacity building of stakeholders involved in energy efficiency issues.

The main objectives of this project are to contribute to the processes 
of reducing the energy consumption in residential and public build-
ings, regulate energy losses and greenhouse gas emissions, and in-
crease the country’s energy independence.

RESULTS

An internet based system of energy monitoring for the local gov-
ernments has been established. This system allows the calculation 
of CO2 emissions and to track energy expenses per building on the 
local level, while at the same time enabling the host institution to 
create statistics on CO2 emissions of public buildings at the national 
level.    This is an excellent tool for decision makers from both, the 
national and local level, and important for the ongoing implementa-
tion of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive. 

Training materials on energy efficiency monitoring techniques have 
been developed and a total of 200 representatives of the local mu-
nicipal energy efficiency teams have been trained. Also, a study visit 
to the Czech Republic was carried out for the representatives of 12 
municipalities in cooperation with the Czech Trust Fund, enabling 
them to exchange best practices and lessons learnt with their Czech 
counterparts.

The first portal on energy efficiency in buildings has been launched, 
enabling easy access to information, including legislation, available 
funds and user-friendly tools for tracking the public opinion on top-
ics related to energy efficiency.
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